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LL-Amino acids as inexpensive and readily available groups showed significant chiral inducing and stereo-directing function.

The Mn(III)-Schiff-base complexes 3b and c assembled with LL-amino acid ethyl esters were found to be highly effective catalysts for the

enantioselective epoxidation of conjugated olefins while the corresponding binuclear-Mn(III) complexes showed lower enantio-

selectivity.
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Antibiotics 1 and 2 have been synthesized from commercially available 4-nitrobenzaldehyde and 4-(methylthio)benzaldehyde in

three and four steps, respectively.
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Whole cells of different yeast species were used for the bioreduction of ethyl N-{2-{4-[(2-oxocyclohexyl)methyl]phenoxy}ethyl}-

carbamate 1 to produce the stereoisomers of ethyl N-{2-{4-[(2-hydroxycyclohexyl)methyl]phenoxy}ethyl}carbamate 2–5 with

ee>99% for 2 and 3.
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